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the mediatory note (Vermittlungsnote) which the Great
Powers at length agreed to transmit, on December 7.
Palmerston had attained his purpose, and now indulged in
one more of his malicious jokes. The great Elchi of Pera,
Lord Stratford Canning, had in the meantime appeared in
Switzerland as plenipotentiary extraordinary, and exerted
himself, with English modesty, on the one hand, to coax
the ambassadors of the Great Powers into a better humour,
and, oi\ the other hand, to warn the Diet against the propa-
ganda of European Radicalism. He had received secret
instructions not to present the mediatory note (Vermittlungs-
note) , which had been countersigned by Palmerston, in case
the Sonderbund had in the meantime been overthrown.
Thus England stood aloof; and Palmerston was filled with
delight when the four other Powers alone were apprised, in
a curt note of refusal from the Diet, that any mediation
was superfluous, as the two parties of the Confederation
no longer existed. This snub to the Great Powers was
everywhere received by the Liberals with loud derision ;
their party feeling had reached such a pitch that the over-
throw of the Sonderbund seemed to them like a defeat of
the old European order. Thiers said in the Chamber that
the conduct of Guizot was a counter-revolution in itself.
The Diet received congratulatory addresses from France,
from South Germany, and from Saxony; even Jacoby, with
his Konigsbergers, solemnly expressed his thanks to the
Swiss ; and Freiligrath sang :

Im Hochland fiel der erste Schuss,
Im Hochland wieder die Pfaffen,
Da kam, die fallen wird und muss,
Ja die Lawine kam in Schuss,
Drei Lander in den Wafien 1
Die Freiheit dort, die Freiheit hier,
Die Freiheit jetzt und fiir und fur,
Die Freiheit rings auf Erden !

*' The   Swiss   negotiations   brought   down   scorn   and